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384 The Old Testament Student. 

tentiaries. (6) As a matter of fact the sins of the O. T. worthies were punished. 
(7) Observe the trend of character. Never judge a man by spots. Let us, then, 
be lenient in judging O. T. heroes, while we are rigorous in judging ourselves. 
" To whom much is given, of him will much be required." 

Written in a charmingly clear and vivid style, this article presents positions which are 
strong, and, perhaps, near the truth of things, in view of the fact that conservative students 
will think that the writer has yielded too much while radicals will declare that he does not go 
far enough. It is worthy of a careful reading by all earnest students of the Scripture. 



Lost Writings Cited in the 0. T.* — One of the difficulties connected with the 
Old Testament is the large specific reference in portions of it to works now 
entirely unknown. These references when gathered show the existence of a large 
body of literature embedded in the O. T. This literature consists of 1) eight 
" Books " of annals cited forty-five times, or four if some of these are not inde- 
pendent works ; 2) seven " Histories " by specified authors, cited eight times ; 3) 
two " Commentaries," cited once each ; 4) one " Chronicle," cited once ; 5) one 
" Acts," cited once ; 6) two " Visions," cited each once ; 7) one " Prophecy," cited 
once; 8) one " Lamentations," referred to once ; 9) five "Miscellaneous Works," 
referred to ; there are therefore twenty-four titled lost works to be traced from 
references in the O. T. Some questions and problems suggested by this line of 
study : (1) several books of the O. T. are pure compilations finding their sources 
in these lost works, and the query arises whether more of them are not so like- 
wise, though not giving credit to these sources. (2) The earlier and later kings 
kept accurate records of their reigns. (3) The prophets were writers of history, 
secular and sacred, as well as of visions and prophecies. (4) The existence of 
these lost works explains references to events about which contemporary biblical 
history is silent, cf. downfall of Shiloh (Jer. 7:12,14 ; 26:6,9). (5) Writing was no 
new or late thing in Israel. 

A useful summary of facts which have been known in a more or less general way, but 
which the ordinary reader has not previously possessed in so detailed and so systematic a pres. 
entation. 



0. T. Criticism in the Light of N. T. Quotations, t— The study of the text and 
structure of the O. T. books has become wide-spread and fruitful. Yet the 
conclusions reached in this study have alarmed many who have held the unwar- 
rantable view that the Bible is perfect in form. Some critics are desirous of 
undermining the authority of the O. T., but there is a devout criticism also by 
which a clearer insight is to be given into the matter and manner of the Divine 
Revelation. In former days, Calvin and the men of his time accepted many of 
the results of criticism and yet in no wise undervalued Scripture. They distin- 
guished between the divine purpose of revelation and the fallible human agency. 
It is with the latter that criticism deals, and its operations need alarm no one. 
The use of the O. T. by our Lord and his Apostles shows that, while they were 
not concerned about the exactness of their quotations, they were profoundly 
conscious that the O. T. was profitable for instruction in righteousness. They 
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often quoted from an inaccurate version, the Septuagint. They used passages 
where a wrong translation is made from the Hebrew, cf. Matt. 21:16; Heb. 
2:7 ; Acts 15:17. It was not because they were ignorant of Hebrew, for when 
they wish they quote from it directly, cf. John 19:37; 1 Cor. 3:19. Their practice 
makes it quite manifest that what they sought and found was something with 
which verbal and literal criticism does not interfere. Christ quotes from all 
parts of the O. T. regarding the whole as one book. He would have heard 
without concern the conclusions concerning the mixed authorship of any or all 
those books. The faithful of those times believed that it was the same Divine 
Spirit in Haggai as in David. The Apostles even make, on their own authority, 
some slight changes in their quotations from the Septuagint to suit their argu- 
ment, cf. 1 Cor. 3:20 ; Eph. 4:8. All this shows that we need not fear but rather 
be thankful that men are searching into the origin and structure of O. T. books. 
It will clear away mistakes and make more evident that those records have 
their chief if not indeed well-nigh their entire value in the fact that they bear 
witness unto Christ. 

This article brings out into clear relief the distinction which must always be observed In the 
discussion of this important topic— the knowledge of the N. T. writers, as over against their pur. 
pose, in the use of the O. T. What conceptions did these writers have of the O. T. and what, in 
their opinion, was the use to be made of it— these are the fundamental questions which are here 
briefly but thoughtfully and candidly considered. The argument here urged Is an- element 
in the settlement of the O. T. problem and deserves to be widely read. The facts presented are 
too few, however, for a safe induction. 



The Idea of God in Amos.* — This must be gathered from the prophet's prac- 
tical instructions, since he was no logical theologian. He has a clear idea of God, 
and as he is the first of the writing prophets it is important to know what that 
idea is. The name given to God by the prophet is most frequently " Jehovah " 
(52 times); also "Elohim," "Adhonai," and combinations of these and with 
"sebaoth." He is the universal creator, abides in and governs the world (4:11 ; 
5:8 ; 9:6). His hand appears in all the phases and processes of nature (5:8 ; 9:13 ; 
4:6 seq.; 3:6). He is the God of all men (cf. 3:2 with 9:7; 2:9 seq. with 6:14), 
controlling the destinies of the whole earth (1:3-2:6). He is omniscient (4:13), 
omnipotent (5:9). Jehovah is not only supreme; he is the only God. This is 
plainly implied, as is seen in preceding passages, and also in 8:14 ; 5:26 sqq.; 5:5 ; 
9:12. God is also a moral being; this is the striking element in the book, its 
elevated morality. The attribute of holiness is prominent (2:7; 4:2). This 
holiness in the form of justice or righteousness is seen also in 2:6 sqq.; 3;9 ; 5:10 sqq.; 
8:4-6. There is no book in the Old Testament in which the righteousness of 
Israel's God is more strongly emphasized than in Amos. There are only a few 
references to the faithfulness of God (2:10 ; 9:11-15). Amos' God is stern, yet he 
has tender features ; — he loves his people and all men, manifesting this love in 
being pitiful (1:3,6,11,13; 5:2), and merciful (3:7; 4:6-11). patient unto the last 
(7:1-8). Such is Jehovah, who revealed himself in a real way, though not necessa- 
rily in a visible and audible way, to Amos. He is the same mighty and merciful 
being whom the other Scriptures (e. g. Exodus 34:6 seq., John 4:24) reveal. 
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